International Campaign
for Justice in Bhopal

We need you to take action this Dec 3rd!

Grassroots activism empowers people to take
collective action on their own behalf. The key is to
make people aware of their own power and to
encourage them to work together to create positive
change. While we do not have the financial resources
to combat destructive corporations, we do have
something even more powerful: the power of the
people united for a common goal. With that, we can
create corporate change. The victories talked about in
the Background section are great examples of this.
The 25t Anniversary is the perfect opportunity to
make a statement, showing that we are still fighting
strongly for the issue, by taking action on December
3, 2009 or a day near then.

Photo of the 20" Anniversary rally in Bhopal

GOALS

| CJB's Campai gnhtAgmvartayaré:or t he 25
Get Union Carbide to show up in court

Get empowered commission implemented

Water pipelines completed

Get clean up started
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Our organizing goals/strategies to achieve these goals are:

1 Bring more awareness and attention to the issue — Local and national media coverage
will pressure Dow to send their subsidiary, Union Carbide to court.

1 Bring more people into the movement — we hope to reach new groups and individuals to
take action for Day of Action and help local groups get more people to the actions and
events.

1 Coalition Building- the anniversary is an opportunity to strengthen partnerships with
international/national allies; and help local groups use the anniversary to build local
environmental justice coalitions.

The action that you plan is an important part of this international strategy! Thank
you for joining us!

We‘re asking that peopl e -icwthaniadivast grofiporgsoupobr gani zi n
friends. Pl ease see -ltrhlle deHoumd rot oirrg atnh izse tao dli kei t

i nformation about that. I-if n )y ouh eek unwatb | teh ¢ 0o—Otr lygat
for many other action ideas!



HOW TO ORGANIZE A DIE-IN

v e/
Bhopal survivors staged this Die -in at the Chennai Dow office in 2009

There will be over a hundred actions happening all over the world on the December 3, 2009 Day

of Action. Here in North Amegtoocganjze awaction®w as ki ng a
consider planning a die-in. That way we will have a cohesive story to tell Dow and the Media

about the coordinated actions happening all across North America.

What is a Die-in All about?

A die-in is a classic non-violent direct action, which has been used in many movements, from
Bhopal to ending the way in Iraq. For this action, the organizers will gather as many people as
you can in a public location and at a pre-determined time, all participants fall to the ground
—d e dod Flto 10 minutes. White shrouds can be used to symbolize the victims of the Bhopal
Disaster, many of whom were buried in white shrouds on the night of December 3,

1984. Afterwards, you should hold a community meeting to inform people about the disaster in
Bhopal, as well as local environmental issues, and to get more people involved with the
movement. Consider including speakers, music, survivor testimonials, poetry readings, and
candle-lighting.

A possible schedule for your Day of Action could be:

11:45am — Gather at a convenient central location with open space (this could be indoors or

outdoors, depending on the weather.

12:03pm — The Die-in. Determine how long the action will last ahead of time. Make sure to

plan enough time for media to takephot o s, but don‘t expect people to
12:20-12:30pm: distribute fliers and collect postcards

12:30-1:30pm: invite everyone who comes to the action to join you for lunch near by to discuss

Bhopal and related local environmental issues.
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Things to keep in mind:

¢ Other community organizations working on similar issues will be a great means of getting
more people to participate and to get them involved. It would be a good idea to contact them
and see if they would be willing to take part in the event.

¢ The community meeting should focus on Bhopal as well as about local environmental justice
issues. In the materials section, you can find talking points about Bhopal. In this meeting,
you should also inspire people to join local Bhopal movements and to organize their own
action ideas.

¢ Ifyou want to use shrouds at the die-in, make sure to let people know to bring white sheets
to the action. You might want to have a few extra sheets. The shrouds will make an excellent
visual for media, and for the www.studentsforbhopal.org website.

Organizing a die-in will take planning and coordination. There are a ton of action
planning toolks, materials, and resources in this toolkit. Make sure to see the action
planning checklist and materials section.
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OTHER ACTION IDEAS

There will be around 100 actions happening on or around December 3, 2009. Whatever action

you chose to take or organize to participate in will be an important addition to the global

movement. Al though we' r e hiolortihAgnericdwdlltorganiaerdie-inp e o p | e
so there will be a coordinator effort, there are many actions to choose from.

Her e, we've | isted Direct Actions, Educati onal Ac
consider.
Direct Actions

1 Rally - The purpose of a rally is to show your level of support to your target, to invigorate
your supporters and to attract media attention to bring new people into the campaign.
Rallies can include chanting, signs, banners, music, marching, street theater, impassioned
speeches, humor, presenting petitions and anything else you like.

o Plan your rally with the action-planning checklist.

1 Targeting Dow Board Members - If you live in Michigan, Illinois, New York, D.C., North
Carolina, or California, you may have a Dow Board member as you neighbor. You can help
remind the Dow Board about their responsibilitie
members are among the wealthiest and most powerful Americans, they are able to shield
themselves in their country clubs and offices from any news about Bhopal that might remind
them of the people dying there. They should be held personally accountable for their
actions—they should not be allowed to hide behind the company name.
0 Check out these ideas for how to target the Board, and use the action-planning checklist
to plan your action.

1 Know Thy Neighbor: Or gani ze a group of supporters to
nei ghborhood. Talk with residents about Bhopal,
responsibility for ongoing chemical terror. Ask them to sign a postcard to their neighbor
regarding the problem (print out postcards or ask us to mail you some).

1 MakeaDelivery: Pr esent Board members with signed poc
water, or the photo of a Bhopal victim. Hold a candlelight vigil or a protest outside their
house if they refuse to meet with you, and invite the media.

1 Present Dow with an "Award":Gi ve Dow Board members an —awar
infamous legacy in Bhopal. The award can be as fancy as a plaque or as easy as a certificate
made from construction paper.

1 Chalkings: Get a couple buckets of sidewalk chalk and find the neighborhood of the Dow
Board member near you. Chalking is cheap, fun,
and if you do it lateatnight, you‘ |l |l avoi d scrutiny. One possictkt
and write the names of Bhopal victims inside, or Bhopal slogans.

Location of Board Members

Andrew Liveris Arnold A. Allemang James A. Bell

Home: 1308 W. Sugnet Rd Home: Home:

Midland, MI 48640 2404 N Quail Run Dr 2612 N Burling Street
Work: 2030 Dow Ctr, Unit E228 Midland, MI 48642-8878 Chicago, IL 60614-1514
Midland, MI 48674-0001 Phone: (989) 636-1000

Phone: 989-636-1752
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Fax: 989-636-9656

Jacqueline K. Barton
Home:

1235 Saint Albans Rd

San Marino, CA 91108-1857
Phone: (626) 568-1724

Work:

Division of Chemistry & Chem
Engineering

California Institute of Technology
1201 E. California Boulevard
Pasadena, CA 91125

Phone: (626) 395-6075
Email: jkbarton@caltech.edu
Fax: (626) 577-4976

John B. Hess

Work:

1185 Avenue Of The Americas
New York, NY 10036-2602
Phone: (212) 997-8500

Ruth G. Shaw

Home:

228 Avinger Ln

Davidson, NC 28036-7017

Educational Actions

Jeff M. Fettig

Home:

274 Ridgeway Drive

Saint Joseph, MI 49085-1000

Geoffery E. Merszei
Home:

2914 Valley Dr

Midland, MI 48640-6623
Home Phone: (847) 615-8941
Office: (847) 657-4060

Paul G. Stern

Home:

13331 Signal Tree Lane
Potomac, MD 20854
Phone: (301) 869-7007

Barbara Hackman
Franklin

Work:

2700 Virginia Ave. NW
Suite 112

Washington, DC 20037
Work:

President of Barbara
Franklin Enterprises
2600 Virginia Ave. NW
Suite 506

Washington, DC 20037

James M. Ringler
Home

1490 Lake Rd

Lake Forest, IL 60045
Phone: (847) 615-8774

Using the Anniversary to educate people about the Bhopal Disaster and ongoing issues is a

crucial part of this anniversary. You could do this by putting up a photo exhibit or hosting a film
nterested in

screening. | f
contact shana@panna.org

you

re |

1 Anniversary Vigil - On Dec. 3rd, organize a vigil on campus, in your community, or near
the home of a Dow Board member or a Dow facility. Vigils can draw a large crowd and
include people who might not want to otherwise participate in an action or protest. Invite

hosting

participants to remember the dead and vow to fight for those who still suffer today. Consider
including speakers, music, survivor testimonials, poetry readings, and candle-lighting. Look
through the other fun action ideas to see if there are other elements you can add to the vigil.
0 You can use the action planning check list to plan your vigil.

0 Resources:

A Survivor testimonials

Bhopal poetry

Partial list of dead & injured

Handouts and fact sheets about Bhopal (see materials section!)

Draft Media Advisory/Press Release (see media section!)

> > > > >
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A Bhopal Posters
A Bhopal Quartersheets (see the materials section!)
A Don't forget the candles, a way to light them, and cups to stop the wind!

Individual Actions

I f you don‘t have a group of friends or an organi
as an individual. Individual actions are important to the story of the Anniversary, so make sure
to Il et us know what action you'l/l be taking! Her

f Dump YourDow-t hi s i s a campaign that we‘ve | aunch
ideaisdesignedaff ect Dow wher e -ttherpocketa We want pegpledor e
Dump their Dow meaning:
0 Stop using/buying things that have Dow products (see list in the Dump Your Dow
section)
0 Sell any Dow stock that you hold, and the profit from the sale could go to the
campaign and/or clinic
0 Tell us your Dump Your Dow story! The more stories we have about people
dumping Dow, the better we'll be able to sh
affecting their business — email your story to shana@panna.org

¢ Call Dow on December 3 (check out the call-in fliers for the number and an idea what to
say). Send an email to 10 friends also asking them to call Dow.

1 Fast for 24 hours on the Anniversary. Make sure to put a sign on your desk or your t-
shirt that sdys JHusdamcfeadtni Bhopal l so that yol
the issue.

1 Wear a Bhopal t-shirt or arm-band to spread the word!

Make sure to | et us know what you‘re planning! W

us pictures so that we can show Dow, the media, and our partners!

Thanks for helping us make this Day of Action a huge success!
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EVENT CHECKLIST

Use this checklist to plan your event, whether you are organizing a die-in, vigil, targeting board
members, or a rally.

TWO TO THREE WEEKS BEFORE EVENT
¢ Choose your site for the event — campuses, pedestrian areas, downtowns, and Dow
facilities can all make great event locations. Ideal locations are accessible, symbolic, and
have sufficient foot traffic.1 f it ‘s outside make sure to have
c Set a time and specific meeting-place for the event.
Speak and table at events, and generate lists of interested volunteers.
¢ Call environmental justice, human rights, and other interested groups in the area and
invite them to come to the action or to organize it together.
c Find people online in your area on meetup.com,
Create large e-mail list of possible participants
¢ Send action information to your list. Email should include:
0 Reason for the event
Type of event
Place of event (address)
Date, time, length
Speakers (if any)
Contact information
o Other info as appropriate
c Create flyer announcing event after initial plans are complete; post as appropriate
(should include same information as email)
c Add to "master" e-mail list as people inquire about event
¢ Have an action-planning party.
o Discuss and decide what message and image you want to create and what
elements can create that. Think about speakers as well.

(¢}

(¢

O O O0OO0Oo

o Make all props, gather all materials and wr
¢ Print out postcards (see materials section)—i f y o u nttlaem yourself, wé can mail
some to you (email shana@panna.org)
ONE WEEK BEFORE

c Call those who said they were interested and ask them again to attend your event.

¢ Create visibility around your event by putting up posters and chalking.

¢ Finalize specific roles (see action roles section)

¢ DO A SITE CHECK! Scout out the area and determine where people should park, stand,
where signs should be held, etc.

TWO DAYS BEFORE
c Call and confirm all the people who said they"
¢ Develop a back-up plan for unexpected complications (such as getting kicked out, or a
police presence).
¢ Finalize your program and schedule.
¢ Finish all signs and visuals. | f y o u
¢ Print out chants so all can be involved.

r e -ingdnoakesuge y@u havd eetra shrouds.

DAY OF THE ACTION
¢ Have enough postcards to sign/fliers to hand out (at least 200-250).
¢ Bring clipboards and pens for postcards.

www.bhopal.net u www.studentsforbhopal.org u www.thetruthaboutdow.org


mailto:shana@panna.org

c Circulate a sheet for names, phone, and e-mail addresses (see sign-in sheet in materials

section)

¢ Keep speakers on strict time limits that you warn them about in advance. Have a fearless
MC signal _timeout' if they go over.

c Have a good diversity of speakers (gender, rac
the same good speakers. New people need to develop those skills too,andthey * | | have a

blast. Trust them.

c Getting people to crowd together and having colorful banners in the background will
make for good pictures.

¢ Make the event visually attractive - lots of signs and banners, T-shirts with slogans,
costumes and theater and so on. You can cheaply make full color T-shirts with color
inkjet printers, an iron, and T-shirt transfer paper (1.50 a sheet). How about a nighttime
march, carrying torches?

AFTER THE ACTION
¢ Send details and pictures to us right away at shana@panna.org.
¢ Submit Letters to the Editor and Op-Eds in your local paper about your event.
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

Protests and demonstrations have created social and environmental change throughout

history. From the Boston Tea Party to the Montgomery Bus Boycott to the Taco Bell boycott,
non-violent direct action has played a crucial role in exposing injustices and winning important
victories. These actions allow us to exercise our basic rights and participate more fully in the
democratic process. Most importantly, nonviolent direct action is empowering because it works.

Most demonstrations encounter few problems with police. However, it is important to know

your basic rights before you hit the streets. Knowledge is power, especially when dealing with

the legal system. Laws vary in every country and even state by state, so make sure to look into

your local laws. Although most forms of direct action are entirely legal, it is always important to

know your rights! No matter what the action, you may end up encountering police or security

guar ds. Keep your and your ¢ rBERREPAREDINb er s rights

We're not | awyers or | egal experts here at |1 CJB,
resources from people who are experts and lawyers, including the Midnight Special Law
Collective. The following is not meant to be legal advice, nor comprehensive, but should provide

some things to think about priorto anaction. L.ook over the information we'’
but don‘t fstyqu ‘trhee ntiéns tlhegdlad.i dea t o check with a
lawyer foryourstat e s speci fic | aws.

Police/Security Liaison
1 Delegate one or two people (police liaisons) to communicate to the police and relay info
from police to the crowd
0 Others should send police to the liaison and only the liaison
1 This person is NOT the leader of the group. If a cop asks, there is no leader; everything
was decided in consensus.
T The Liaison should be VERY polite and respectf

possible.
f  As soon as police/security arrive, the Police Liaison should go up and introduce herself
as the I|iaison (make clear that you‘re not the

Police Encounters
General rules for talking with police
1T Don‘t make them nervous
M Talk with hands out
T Dondt t ou ormakebudden movements
1 Remember that police are allowed to lie about certain things, but it is illegal to lie to
them
Police don‘t decide charges (prosecutors do)
Make sure to write down all the information about the police officers
o Name, badge number, what took place; try to have a witness

= =4

Casual(ish) Conversation

T Don‘t talk to them if you‘re not the police 1
the police liaison

1 Be very respectful if you do say something-h owever, you don‘t have to

1 If they persist in questioning you,askA Am | being detained?o0

1 If not, then you are free to leave. If the action is finished, leave.
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Detention
1T I'f they say —vyesl to —Am | being detained?, Il t
1 They can only detain you with reasonable suspicion that you broke a law
1 Youdon't have to say anyt hi nglamg@oingteremdmt your n

silent, | want t oepeaté¢hés load aridaleayas maay times as
necessary.
1 You have to stay put, but it should only be a short time.
1 While detained, the police might search bags and pat youdown. Sayfil do not conser

t o this Ilsudlpandtiy o make sure a witness hears you say this.
1 The police can only go into pockets if they feel a weapon.

Arrest
1 The police can only arrest with probable cause that you committed a crime.
1 If arrested, they can search to skin (same gender) — R e me mblalo noteonsent to
this search.ll
1 Ifyou are arrested, they can search your car.

REMEMBER THESE CODE WORDS!

1 Codewordsi:A Am | Being Detained?o0
T Codewords2:i | am goi nmg giol eretmail want to see a | aw
M Codewords 3: i | do not consent to this searcho

Security Guards

1 If they ask you to leave, then it is illegal for you to stay on that property, and you could be
charged with trespassing (once police arrive).

1 Youarefreet o | eave anytime: don‘t get stalled by t|
HEREI or —YOU NEED TO COME TO OUR OFFICE.Ill You
unless they are police officers and have detained you.

9T They can place you under anilawfully eesist ag undawfule st ; how

citizens arrest (unlike unlawful arrests by police officers).

1 Remember that these laws vary state-to-state and sometimes even between
establishments — it would be a good thing to check into before you have an action inside
of a private space, like a mall.

If would like more information on legal issues, there are many activist law collectives, including

the Midnight Special Law Collective: http://www.midnightspecial.net/; The Just Cause Law

Collective: http://www.lawcollective.org/; and t he New York City Peopl e
http://www.tao.ca/~nycplc/. Also, the American Civil Liberties Union has lawyers all over the

country that work to protect our rights and freedoms. http://www.aclu.org. The National

Lawyers Guild is also a good resource, www.nlg.org.
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ACTION ROLES

When planning any action, big or NaalafltHeroless t * s i mpo
bel ow are needed for every action, but i1t*‘s impor
make sure that you have essential roles covered. Some roles can be used to help keep your

group safe, and some are very specific for specific actions. Delegating roles can also be very

useful for leadership development — if a new member of your group is in charge of bringing the

banner to an action, they more likely to attend and feel like they are an important part of the

action. Consider this list of roles, and think about which roles you need for your action, and

what other roles might be useful.

ROLES:
1 Overall Coordinator — Someone to keep the action moving along on a schedule, who
will be in charge of making sure everyone knows their roles, what to do, and keep the
action flowing. This person shouldn‘t have oth
1 Emcee — someone who can be on a megaphone, talk about the campaign, make sure the
action is fun, keep chants going, and decide when and what the crowd and passersby are
hearing and doing.
Cheer/slogan leader — Someone who is keeping the crowd excited.
Police/security Liaison — Someone who can watch for, approach, and speak for the
group to police and security (see the Know Your Rights section)
 MediaLiaison-| f you‘re inviting media to your wevent
first and only person to approach media, and would be in charge of giving media
materials and setting up interviews.
1 Media Spokesperson — This is the activist who is prepared to speak to the press and
give interviews (this can be the same person as the media liaison, but an additional
person is useful).
1 Crowd Control — This person is in charge of making sure that people are standing or
protesting where they should be, and should coordinate with the police liaison in case
police ask people to move to specific places.
1 VibesWatcher-1t ‘s good to have someone wvaliydord s wat c
large protest, to make sure that everyone is happy, healthy, and feeling effective.
1 Props Manager — If you have shrouds, costumes, fliers, banners, street theatre props,
this person would be in charge of bringing and distributing all of these materials. For the
die-in, this person could be in charge of distributing shrouds.
1 Banner Holder — Do you have a big banner or visual? Make sure someone is pre-
assigned to hold it during the protest.
1 Photographeri | t “ s i mport ant tabyoucanksead piciuresttathee s s o t h
media and to shana@panna.org for the website. Make sure someone has a camera and
will take good pictures of the action. This person should also be responsible for
immediately uploading the pictures.
! Videographeri | f you can track down a video camera f
have someone to video tape the action — the video can be put online, and added to the
Bhopal You Tube channel.
1 Speakers — At least one or two people should be prepared to address the protesters and
the crowd to deliver your message.
1 Community meeting facilitators—i f you' r e -apybueactioowitha | | ow
community meeting, make sure one or two people are prepared to facilitate the
meeting.

= =
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DEALING WITH POLICE

In General

When dealing with the police, keep moemeants.hands [
Avoid passing behind them. Nervous cops are dangerous cops. Also, never touch the police

or their equipment (vehicles, flashlights, animals, etc.) —you can get beat up and charged with

assault.

The police do not decide your charges; they can only make recommendations. The prosecutor

is the only person who can actually charge you. Remember this the next time the cops start

rattling off all the charges they‘re supposedly —
Questioning
I nterrogat i o ibrighti lghts' and rubbdr Wases s—usual |y it*s j ust
conversation. Whenever the cops ask yolegallgnyt hi ng
safest to say these Magic Words:

Al am going to remain silent. I want to s

This invokes the rights which protect you from interrogation. When you say this, the cops (and
all other law enforcement officials) are legally required to stop asking you questions. They
probably won‘t stop, so0 | ustsilenteuntd théycatchom. Magi ¢ Wor

Remember, anything you say to the authorities can and will be used against you and your

friends in court. There's no way ttrytopseahbowct what
they'd use it. mifytote sr lie altdgethermlotit iwhae waoshid. eSasay only

the Magic Words and let all the cops and witnesses know that this is your policy. Make sure

that when you‘re arr est eofithegioupknowstthe Magic Weedsgndi e, t he
promises to use them.

One of the jobs of cops is to get i nlageanpati on out
scruples about how they do it. Deegtigating,arel | egal | y
they are trained to be manipulative. The only thing you should say to cops, other than

identifying yourself, is the MagwantWotra ssee-la almaw)

Here are some lies they will tell you:

1 You're not a suspect — just help us understand what happened here and thenyouc an go . |

1 Ifyou don‘t answer my questions, I'll have no choice but to arrest you. Do you want to go to
jail 21

1 If you don‘t answer my questions, I'm going to charge you with resisting arrest.”

1 All of your friends have cooperated and we let them go home. You're the onlyonel e f t . |

Cops are sneaky and there are lots of ways they can trick you into talking. Here are some scams

they* 1|1l pull

1 Good Cop/ Bad Cop: Bad cop is aggressive and menacing, while good cop is nice, friendly,
and familiar (usually good cop is the same race and gender as you). The idea is bad cop
scares you so bad you are desperately looking for a friend. Good cop is that friend.
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1 The cops will tell you that your friends ratted on you so that you will snitch on them.
Meanwhile, they tell your friends the same thing. If anyone breaks and talks, you all go

down.

1 The cops will tell you that they have all the evidence they need to convict you and that if you
—t ake responsibilityl and conf leosestyandgheasy j udge
onyou. What they really mean is: d-ovre' t entughweeri dence yet, please ¢

Jail is a very isolating and intimidating place. It is really easy to believe what the cops tell you.
Insist upon speaking with a lawyer before you answer any questions or sign anything.
The Golden Rule: Never trust a cop.

The Miranda Warnings

The police do not have to read you your rights (also known as the Miranda

warnings). Miranda applies when there is (a) an interrogation (b) by a police officer of other

agent of law enforcement (c) while the suspect is in police custody (you do not have to be

formally arrested to be —i n cust odytlthepolice Even when
intentionally violate Miranda. And though your rights have been violated, what you say can be

used against you. For this reason, it is better not to wait for the cops — you know what your

rights are, so you can invoke them by saying the MagicWor ds, —I am going to rer
want to see a |l awyer.|I
| f you‘'ve been arrested and realizdonthapanyou h

Justre-inno ke your rights by saying t hetriddpoginto Wor ds ag:
thinking that because you answered some of their questions, you have to answer all of them.

Police Encounters
There are three basic types of encounters with the police: Conversation, Detention,
and Arrest.

Conversation: Wh e n t he cops ar e t r y énough to
evidence to detain or arrest you, ¢tohélheymaycall ry t o
this a —casual encounterll or athesf you neangivéthemc onver s a
the information they need to arrest you or your friends. Inmost si tuations, it‘'s b

not to talk to cops.

Detention: Police can detain you only if they have reasonable suspicion (see below) that

you are invol ved i n a cri me. ar Destead, oynomeaan
| eave. Detention i s suppo s esdppdsedtoimaveytou. duringh or t t i
detention, the police can pat you down and gointoyourbag t o make sure you don
weapons. They ar en' tpocketsynless they feel aweapano i nt o your

If the police are asking questions, ask if you are being detained. If not, leave and say nothing
else to them. If you are being detained, you may want to ask why. Then you should say the
Magic Wor ds: —I am going to mahmngelse. si |l ent . I w
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A detention can easily turn into arrest. If the police are detaining you and they get information

that you are involved in a crime, they will arrest you, even if it has nothing to do with

your detention. For example, if someone gets pulled over for speeding (detained)

and the cop sees drugs in the car, the cops will arrest her for possession of the drugs even

though it has nothing to do with her getting pulled over.

Cops have two reasons to detain you: 1) they are writing you a citation (a traffic ticket, for
example), or 2) they want to arrest ytodosobut t hey

Arrest: Police can arrest you only if they have probable cause (see below) that you are
involved in a crime. When you are arrested, the cops can search you to the skin and go through
you car and any belongings. By law, an officer strip searching you must be the same gender as
you.

If the police come to your door with an arrest warrant, go outside and lock the door behind you.

Cops are allowed to search an yntothelmume fyranyreagam. i nt o,

I f they have an arrest wa ntheyareallowedhto forcerthgir wayimif t hel p
they know you ar e t h gustgawiththem'wihout givingthdmyan bet t er t o
opportunity to search.

Reasonable Suspicion vs. Probable Cause

Reasonable suspicion must be based on more than a hunch —cops must be able to put their
suspicion into words. For examp+&®he clopskeda nl' itk g
was up to something.| They wasstandlingunderthe mor e spec
overpass staring up at s erexxhouysragofShedhadithestameat hadn-‘ t
graffiti pattern written on her backpack. I suspectedthats he had put up the graff

Cops need more proof to say they have a probable cause than to say they have a reasonable

suspicion. For e xalleditp temort somedne snatchingcheraesaniption

tagging a wall across the street. As I drove up to the store, I saw her running away spattered

with paint and carrying a spray can in her hand./I

Searches

Never consent to a search! If the police try to search your house, car, backpack, pockets, etc. say

the Magic Words 2: —I do not stopntlsem from foreingt hi s sea
their way in and searching anyway, but if they searchyoui | | egal | y, they probab

able to use the evidence against you in court. You have nothing to lose from refusing to consent
to a search and lots to gain. Do not physically resist cops when they are trying to search because
you could get hurt and charged with resisting arrest or assault. Just keep repeating the Magic
Words 2 so that the cops and all witnesses know that this is your policy.

Be careful about casual consent. That is, if you are stopped by the cops and you get out of the
car but don‘t c | oewrhthelkae anddaimrthat theyhtleoyghtyom weres
indicating consent by leaving the door ajar. Also, ifyous ay, r atHhle‘rd y ou di dn
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search, |l they youa were relwctardaly giving t tiem permission to search.

Al ways just say the Magic %Wendsh?2l —|I do not <co
If the cops have a search warrant, nothing changes—i t * s | egal | y theMagiest t o | us
Words 2. Again, you have nothing to lose from refusing to consent to a search, and lots to

gain if the search warrant is incorrect or invalid in some way. If they do have a search warrant,

ask toread it. A valid warrant must have a recent date (usually not more than a couple

of weeks), t he corrmagi st n@de'esssi gmaadur ea; s
indicate the time of day the cops can search. You should say the Magic Words 2 whether or

not the search warrants appears correct. The same goes for any government official who tries to

search you, your belongings, or your house.

Infiltrators and Informants

Undercover cops sometimes infiltrate political organizations. They can lie about being cops
even if asked directly. Undercover cops can even break the law (narcs get hazard pay for doing
drugs as part of their cover) and encourage others to do so as well. This is not legally
entrapment.

FBI and other government agents

The essence of the MagicWords—1 ‘ m keepi ng my mout bawyerh-mdtonlynt i | |
applies to police but also to the FBI, INS, CIA, even IRS. If you want to be nice and polite, tell
themthat you don‘t wi s h t 0 s pspoken withiyduthlawyet, ¢ér thatyou n t i | )

won' t guessiomewithout a lawyer present. If you are being investigated as a result of
your political activity, you can call the National Lawyers Guild at (415) 285-1055; they will
help you find a lawyer you can talk to.

Taking Notes
Whenever you interact with or observe the police, always write down what is said and who said
it Write down the cops‘ name scoaactdinformatigneof nu mber

any witnesses. Record everything that happens. If you are expecting a lot of police contact,

get in the habit of carrying a small tape recorder and a camera with you. Becareful—c ops don‘ t
like people taking notes, especially if the cops are planning on doing something illegal.

Observing them and documenting their actions may have very different results; for

example, it may cause them to respond aggressively, or it may prevent them from abusing

you or your friends.

Conclusion

People deal with police in all kinds of circumstances. You must make an individual decision
about how you will interact with law enforcement. It is important to know your legal rights, but
it is also important for you to decide when and how to use them in order to best protect yourself.
If you have any comments, questions, or concerns, we would love to hear from you. Email us at
mslc@midnightspecial.net or call us at (510) 261-4843.
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Safety

BASIC LEGAL INFO

Safety

When dealing with the police, keep your hwhredns diemlviineggw wa ntch ddhne' tp omha kcee , s Lkdedeepn your ha

movements. Avoid passing behind them. Nervous cops are dangerous cops. Also,
never touch the police or their equipment (vehicles, flashlights, animals, etc.) —
you can get beat up and charged with assault.

Talking to Cops

movements. Avoid passing behind them. Nervous cops are dangerous cops. Also,
never touch the police or their equipment (vehicles, flashlights, animals, etc.) —
you can get beat up and charged with assault.

Talking to Cops

Whenever the cops ask you anything besi demheyncwrernanhee anod sa dadsrke syso,u iatn‘yst hliengga Ibleysi de s
t h

safest to say
Il awyer .| This invokes the rights whi
say this, the cops are legally required to stop asking you questions. They probably
wo n‘ t,sogusteepeat the Magic Words until they catch on.

What you say can be used against you.
you your rights — you know what your rights are, so you can invoke them by saying
the Magic Words, i—# «@im @mot ngl twamte mao
Cops and other government agents are
investigating, and they are trained to be manipulative. Insist upon speaking with
friends and lawyers before you answer any questions or sign anything.

Searches

ese Magic Words: —I am gosianfge stto troe nsaaiyn tshielseen tMa gli cwaWotr dtso s—<ele aan goi
c h praosmyeecrt. lly o uT hfirso m nivnotkeersr a ghaet ira ng.h t sWhaehn cyho wp r

say this, the cops are legally required to stop asking you questions. They probably
wo n‘ t,sogusteepeat the Magic Words until they catch on.

| tWhsa tb eytotue rs anyo tc atno bwvea iuts efdo ra gtah en scto pysout.o rled c
you your rights — you know what your rights are, so you can invoke them by saying

seet me | Mawyiea .Wor ds, i—+# s@im @t ngl twamte mao see
| e gadolpys aalnldo wet ch etro gloivee rwmmhmeemn tt haegye'nrtes ar e | egal

investigating, and they are trained to be manipulative. Insist upon speaking with
friends and lawyers before you answer any questions or sign anything.

Searches

Don‘t consent to a search! I f the poli ceDotnr'yt tcoo nsseeanrtc it oy cau shecau sceh,! c arf, tbhaec kppod d kc,e

pockets, etc. say the Magic Words 1|1
not stop them from forcing their way in and searching anyway, but if they
searchedi | | egal ly, they probably won‘t be
have nothing to lose from refusing to consent to a search and lots to gain. Do not
physically resist cops when they are trying to search because you could get hurt

and charged with resisting arrest or assault. Just keep repeating the Magic Words
11 so that the cops and all witnesses know that this is your policy.

If the cops have a search warrant, nothing changes —i t °
—I do not comgsdéntl to this sea

Take Notes!
Whenever you interact with or observe the police, always write down what is said
and who said it. Al so write down the

names and contact information of any witnesses. Record everything that happens.
If you are expecting a lot of police contact, get in the habit of carrying a small tape
recorder and a camera with you.

If you are risking arrest, have an affinity group whose members are committed to
organizing jail and court support if it is needed. If you are arrested or see people
getting arrested this weekend during the demonstrations or direct action, call the
Midnight Special Law Collective at (510) 834-1883.

Basic Legal Info 11/0&ww.midnichtspecial.net

s | egal Issy s af eHthecopshaye asearch warrant, nothing changes —i t

—I| pdooc kreatts , c centsce nts atyo tthhei sMasge acr cWo.rllds Thi:s —rha wd

not stop them from forcing their way in and searching anyway, but if they
a b Isearchiedd | U seeg atl h ey , e vtihdeeyn cper oibma bcl oyu rwto.n * tYcobue abl e
have nothing to lose from refusing to consent to a search and lots to gain. Do not
physically resist cops when they are trying to search because you could get hurt
and charged with resisting arrest or assault. Just keep repeating the Magic Words
II so that the cops and all witnesses know that this is your policy.
‘s legallssy safest
—1 do not comsédéntl to this sea

Take Notes!
Whenever you interact with or observe the police, always write down what is said

copasn‘d mwehnoe ss aamdd iltadgeAl suwmbrerrist ea ddo wnhet he cops

names and contact information of any witnesses. Record everything that happens.
If you are expecting a lot of police contact, get in the habit of carrying a small tape
recorder and a camera with you.

If you are risking arrest, have an affinity group whose members are committed to
organizing jail and court support if it is needed. If you are arrested or see people
getting arrested this weekend during the demonstrations or direct action, call the
Midnight Special Law Collective at (510) 834-1883.
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