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WHAT IS DUMP YOUR DOW?
[image: image26.jpg]



Dump Your Dow is a campaign that we’ve launched for the anniversary. The idea is designed affect Dow where they can’t ignore – their pockets. We want people to Dump their Dow meaning:

· Stop using/ buying things that have Dow products 

· Sell any Dow stock that you hold, and donate a portion of the profit to the campaign and/or Sambhavna Clinic in Bhopal

· Get your university to dump any money they have gotten from Dow, or dump Dow from joining recruitment events

· Get your city/town to pass a resolution to stop purchasing any Dow products 

· Institutional investment firms can dump Dow from their portfolios

 

WHY DUMP YOUR DOW
Indian law stipulates that producers of contaminated waste are responsible for clean up. Since Dow purchased Union Carbide and all of its liabilities in 2001, it is legally and morally responsible for cleaning up the Bhopal site, making the water supply free from poisons and toxins that continue to cause disease, pain, suffering and death. 

Ultimately, the company has entirely ignored its many obligations, by saying that the local government should pay for the clean up AND that gas survivors should pay - the first is in contravention of lawful principle and common sense, while the second contradicts all notions of human rights and decency. Check out this page on our site for further gory details.  

The Dow Chemical Company is being targeted in a litany of lawsuits for its "invent first, ask questions later" practice of chemical manufacture and distribution. Public health authorities, including the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), have documented that synthetic chemicals produced by Dow and other manufacturers are now routinely found in human blood and body tissues, including compounds linked to serious disease, cancers, and birth defects.
This is why we want YOU to Dump Your Dow. By taking this simple action, we are speaking up, having our say. We want Dow to know that whatever they try, we are right behind them at every step on our continued fight for justice. 
Dow is a dirty corporation. Its lust for profit has meant billions the world over have lost basic human rights, a right to clean water, a right to earn a living, a right to a healthy life. Dow has its dirty hand in many questionable, as well as overtly deadly products. To learn just how sick this company really is, following are a few examples of the kind of products Dow manufacture and contaminate the world with. Prepare to be shocked.
· AGENT ORANGE: THE CHEMICAL TERROR OF VIETNAM (2-5 MILLION AFFECTED) To this day, people still suffer from health effects related to the U.S. military's use of the dioxin-contaminated chemical warfare agent, Agent Orange, which was used during the Vietnam War. A class action suit is pending against Dow, Monsanto and the other Agent Orange manufacturers for massive related health damages. See the link for further details http://www.studentsforbhopal.org/DirtyDow.htm#Vietnam. 
· CHEMICAL TRESPASS: THE DOW IN YOU (6.5 BILLION AFFECTED) Dursban: Chlorpyrifos, the nerve poison insecticide better known by the trade name Dursban, was one of Dow's best selling pesticides. Although Dow spent more than $100 million dollars on studies suggesting that chlorpyrifos is "harmless when properly applied," independent scientists and the EPA found otherwise. In 2000, the EPA restricted most home and garden uses of chlorpyrifos in a special action to protect children's health, and in 1995 fined Dow a record $732,000 for not fully reporting the chemical's health effects. Last year Dow paid a $2 million penalty in the state of New York for making false safety claims in Dursban advertisements. Nearly 300 other Dursban-related lawsuits have been filed against Dow since 1990. Most recently, the CDC reported that 93% of people it tested for evidence of pesticides in their bodies had residues of chlorpyrifos. See the link for further details http://www.studentsforbhopal.org/DirtyDow.htm#ChemicalTrespass. 
· OF SILICONE AND LEAKING BREAST IMPLANTS (176,000 AFFECTED) In the 1970s Dow Corning produced "new and improved" silicone breast implants that medical journals soon began suggesting were permeable, allowing silicone gel to leak out over time and into women's bodies. Internal memos would later reveal that Dow Corning officials were fully aware that the implants leaked even before they began marketing them. See the link for more http://www.studentsforbhopal.org/DirtyDow.htm#Silicone. 
· A DANGEROUS NEIGHBOR (8 MILLION AFFECTED) The Dow chemical complex in the company's hometown of Midland, Michigan is a major source of dioxin, one of the most lethal carcinogens on the planet. Dow has poisoned 22 miles of Midland's Tittabawassee River, many neighborhood parks and thousands of properties with this toxin. The EPA has finally forced Dow to clean up many contaminated areas. See the link for more info http://www.studentsforbhopal.org/DirtyDow.htm#DangerousNeighbor. 
· THE POISONING OF BHOPAL In Bhopal, India, the Dow subsidiary, Union Carbide is considered a fugitive from justice in a criminal case related to the 1984 pesticide factory explosion that killed thousands and injured half a million people. The abandoned factory and nearby grounds remain highly contaminated and continue to leak poisons into surrounding communities, contributing to cancer and birth defects. Dow is under pressure to clean up the site, and to appear in a Bhopal court to face manslaughter charges. See the link for more details http://www.bhopal.net/poisoning.html 
· For further details on other catastrophes caused by DOW see the link http://www.studentsforbhopal.org/DirtyDow.htm
HOW YOU CAN DUMP YOUR DOW - Individuals
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Dump Your Dow – this is a campaign that we’ve launched for the anniversary.  The idea is designed affect Dow where they can’t ignore – their pockets.  We want people to Dump their Dow meaning:

· Stop using/buying things that have Dow products (see list in the Dump Your Dow section)

· Sell any Dow stock that you hold, and the profit from the sale could go to the campaign and/or clinic

· Distribute Fliers about Dump your Dow to friends or in a public place (see materials section).

· Print the logo onto label sheets and use them as stickers!  

Tell us your Dump Your Dow story!  The more stories we have about people dumping Dow, the better we’ll be able to show Dow how their legacy in Bhopal is affecting their business – email your story to shana@panna.org 

The following companies have products containing Dow chemicals:

Cover Girl (product example: Lash Exact Waterproof)
Clinique (product example: Color Surge Lift n’Shine Lipstick)
Crest (product example: Multicare Whitening)
Olay (product example: Hydrate and Cleanse, body wash)
Matrix Men (product example: Moisture Rev)
Pantene 
L’Oreal Paris Vive Pro
Bodycology
Secret (product example: Clinical Strength deodorant)
Coppertone (product example: Sport 50 spf)
Water Babies 
Head & Shoulders (product example: 2 in 1 Scalp Care)
Suave (product example: Naturals)
Dove 
Got.2bglued (product example: screaming hold)
Nivea
Fresh Baked
Old Spice (product example: Red Zone)
Johnson’s (product example: Baby Milk Bath)
Friskies (in their packaging)
Saumsung Applications (product example: Processor memory)

HOW YOUR CITY CAN DUMP YOUR DOW
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Official statements such as City Council Resolutions are a key means of bringing pressure to bear in support of justice for Bhopal. They do so in two key ways:

1. They lend credibility to our campaign, and undermine the credibility of Dow.

2. They help quantify our campaign's mainstream strength and support, which can help us leverage further support for our efforts. For example: Dow shareholders are more likely to pressure Dow to address Bhopal when city resolutions begin to tarnish Dow’s reputation and interfere with business.

City Council resolutions aren’t only embarrassing for Dow – they represent a direct threat to its reputation, its credibility, and the future of its business. As expressions of credible and mainstream opposition to Dow’s policies in Bhopal, City Council resolutions help set the stage for further legislative action, regulation, and shareholder action. Widespread, mainstream opposition never bodes well for corporations – as Dow itself has painfully learned. Instead Dow runs the risk of becoming the next Big Tobacco - a cruel and heartless industry that has zero credibility and zero political cover. When legislatures can sue you, regulate you, tax you and fine you with impunity, and when major institutions dump your shares at any price - that is corporate hell. The place no corporation wants to be.

HOW TO PASS A LOCAL RESOLUTION
1) Plan Your Campaign

a. Determine what kind of resolution you want to pass. Your overall campaign goals will naturally influence your decision. Depending upon the nature of your campaign, you may want to pass a binding resolution that will actually affect city policies or a non-binding one that is simply the expression of an opinion. You should know that, in general, non-binding resolutions are easier to pass.

b. Assign Roles - one person responsible for communicating with elected officials, at least one person responsible for working the media, and at least one person responsible for putting together public education materials. 

2) Find a Champion - Someone in Local Government to Introduce your Resolution

a. Identify a member of the town council who you think will be sympathetic toward your issue. 
b. Investigate officials’ voting records and ask your coalition partners if they have any allies on the city council.

c. Meet with your rep, and show your resolution to be a strong case and cause

d. Get your champion to introduce the resolution to the council for a vote

3) Work with city or county staff and get them on your side.

4) Educate the public

a. Spread the word, gain support, contact the media (see the media section about how to do this)

5) Lobby Other Elected Representatives - For further info on lobbying and how easy it is, see the link http://www.campusactivism.org/uploads/aclu_organizingmanual.html#5d
6) Follow Up!

a. Make sure that what the resolution calls for actually happens! This is crucial when it comes to binding resolutions.

b. Keep in touch with your champion and city staff to ensure the resolution is being implemented. If it isn’t, make sure all of your supporters, your champion, and the media hear about it.

For more on Resolutions and Letters - http://www.studentsforbhopal.org/CityCouncil.htm#Resolutions
HOW YOUR UNIVERSITY CAN DUMP YOUR DOW
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Thank you for planning to take action to try to get Dow Chemical Company out of your university!  We are making a huge statement to remind Dow that the Bhopal disaster did not end in 1984—it is an ongoing catastrophe, and the struggle for justice has been growing for 25 years.  As students, you have an enormous voice as the next generation of leaders.  Now we need you to use your voice to let Dow know that we are still fighting for justice for Bhopal.

WHY EXPEL DOW FROM YOUR SCHOOL? 

As of 2007, Dow’s giveaways to colleges and universities have totaled more than $60 million. That kind of money buys a lot of influence. And while the projects Dow funds may not themselves always be objectionable (who can complain about a nice lecture now and then?), we shouldn’t have to measure the cost in human life. The fact that Dow has not acted to stop the ongoing contamination of tens of thousands, for which it is responsible, is inhumane, unjust, and immoral. Dow’s evasion of responsibility in Bhopal means that another life is lost each day, and there’s no reason why our schools should be complicit in the crime by accepting Dow’s blood money.  Why should our schools condone the chemical terror, which Dow-Carbide continues to perpetuate in Bhopal? It’s a question worth asking. And while your school may be reluctant to take action, other schools are already doing so: for example, the University of Arizona, which has an official policy regulating its association with corporations on ethical grounds.

  

HOW IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

Sixty million dollars is a lot of money. Obviously Dow feels buying influence at schools across the country is important – more important, apparently, than human life itself. The extent of Dow’s involvement with our institutions of learning implies their importance: colleges and universities are a central, strategic, reputational, and financial interest to Dow. By threatening Dow’s presence at schools across the country, we pose a significant threat to Dow’s business interests: a similar student movement 30 years ago successfully forced Dow to end its production of napalm for the US military. 

Dow Recruitment On Campus
Does Dow recruit on your campus? If you’re at a medium- to large-sized university known for your programs in chemistry, engineering, business, or bullshit, it probably does. There are a few important reasons to interfere with Dow’s Recruitment efforts:

1. Dow should be faced with questions about Bhopal each and every time they are in public talking about the work they do.

2. Perhaps you think that a company as Dirty as Dow shouldn’t be allowed to recruit at a fine institution such as yours. Many Indian Institutes of Technology have bared Dow from recruiting on campus.

3. At the very least you can make their life difficult by giving their potential employees the other side of the story –the story that they won’t be getting in the interview room.

The first place to look is your school’s Career Development Office, which usually keeps track of all the recruitment interviews and events that take place on campus. Try asking – but if you want to find out, it’s best not to introduce yourself as a troublemaker. Instead, try posing as a chemist, an engineer, or someone else with a legitimate interest in working for Dow, and request a calendar of upcoming recruitment events. Later on, it might be interesting to know whether your school has any standards for admitting employers on campus (if it admits Dow, it probably doesn’t).

Larger colleges and universities often arrange several on-campus career fairs per semester, inviting students to mingle with prospective employers. Sometimes a special "corporate week" is reserved for large firms. These events include slideshows and question-and-answer sessions designed to persuade students to work for the company. These would be a good place to look for Dow, and possibly rain on their parade. Depending on your school, Dow may also arrange interviews through university departments, and it may be difficult to find out about these from a central source. Try asking around – but try not to arouse too much suspicion.

Researching Contributions from Dow
Dow buys influence at schools across the country by funding buildings, renovations, endowed professorships, programs, science centers, scholarships, research, lecture series, conferences, and by making grants to schools and individual departments. Sometimes Dow participates in advisory boards that may help oversee such things as faculty hiring, student recruitment, curriculum content, and graduate research programs. Funding may come directly from the Dow Corporation, or may be channeled through the Dow Foundation or one of its subsidiaries. Dow typically funds engineering departments, business schools, and public health departments, but it may also fund environmental departments, risk assessment research, or technical training programs.

Has Dow bought influence at your school? If your school is public, you should be able to find out by filing an Open Records Request. One catch: some public universities have private non-profit foundations, like "Foundation for Blah University" or "Blah University Foundation," which are separate entities from the school itself and handle some or all of the contributions made to the school. This means that, even though you may attend a public institution, you may have to be a little more creative in your research.

For a list of Universities that we know that Dow has donated to, see the link:  http://www.studentsforbhopal.org/DowAtMySchool.htm, which has information that was compiled a few years ago. It reveals that Dow has donated more than $60 million to schools across the country, and that colleges and universities, in turn, have invested nearly $120 million in Dow. 

One great source of information may be your own school’s website. It’s likely that you will find dozens, if not hundreds of pages that catalogue Dow’s associations with your college or university in detail. If Dow sponsors an event, they’ll often be thanked on the event’s webpage. If Dow made a special donation to fund a building project or an endowed professorship, there may be a university press release available on the web that highlights the contribution. Although it may seem daunting, it’s often helpful to do a quick search for “Dow” on your University’s website.

When accepting Dow’s funding or announcing the establishment of a Dow chair, prominent college administrators will often announce that the contribution only furthers the intimate relationship that the college and the company already share. Such quotes are worth their weight in gold if you can find them, as they can demonstrate how closely related your college and Dow really are. You’ll most often find them featured in university press releases, which may be available on the web. If not, check your university’s News and Information Bureau.

You may also find that your university library is a valuable source of information. Explain to your reference librarian the sort of information that you’re looking for and ask for their suggestions and advice.

WE NEED YOU TO TAKE ACTION ON YOUR CAMPUS! 

VISION  - Student pressure threatens Dow’s business interests, forcing the company to address its responsibilities in Bhopal and agree to the survivors’ demands. 

  

GOALS 

1. Educate your campus, community, and university administration about Dow’s responsibility for ongoing chemical terror in Bhopal 

2. Organize a widespread campaign, forcing your school to refuse Dow’s blood money until Dow accepts its responsibilities in Bhopal 

3. Harm Dow’s reputation and humiliate the company through coverage of your campaign in the media. 

STRATEGIES 

1. Build a widespread coalition in support of your efforts 

2. Pursue the support of students, faculty, and alumni 

3. Prepare for the long haul. Any campaign is likely to last a year or longer before your efforts are successful. 

ACTION IDEAS  - (materials and links can also be found in “materials” section) 

  

1. TAKE ACTION ON DECEMBER 3rd, 2009  - This December 3rd marks the 25th anniversary of the Bhopal Disaster.  People all over the world will be taking action at to commemorate the tragedy and to remind Dow and the government that we are still fighting for justice.  It would be great if you could organize an action on your campus to spread awareness within your student body and community.  

2. PASS A STUDENT GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION  - Draft a resolution calling on your school to divest, reject Dow’s funding, or expel Dow recruiters. Present the resolution to your student government with a supporting petition from the student body, faculty, and alumni. 

3. DOW BUILDINGS  - Do you have a Dow Building (or lounge, or plaza) on your campus?  If so, perhaps you should rename it!  Do so at night (if you modify the signs, make sure your changes cause no permanent damage) or organize a public ceremony and invite the media.  Tell them that Dow’s money isn’t welcome at your school so long as they neglect their responsibilities in Bhopal. 

Alternately, you can organize a “quarantine” of the building.  Dress in white biohazard suits and white face masks and advise students that entry into the building might be unsafe, given Dow's history of environmental contamination.  Or, you can borrow a projector, design a skull and crossbones slide, and project it onto your campus Dow building.  You can also dramatize the gas leak with toxic waste barrels and foaming dry ice.  They make a great spectacle! 

4. PETITIONS  - Petitions are the time-honored way of demonstrating public support for your campaign and can also be a useful tool for introducing people to an issue.  Rather than assigning a few people to sit at a table and collect signatures, it’s more efficient for everyone in the group to get in on the act, and collect 20 or so signatures per week (or more if you can) from friends, folks in their dorms, etc.  

Give people a basic rap to say, hand out the blank petitions at a meeting and send them off! As with other kinds of sign-up sheets, it’s good to put yourself and a few friends at the top of the sheet so nobody has to be the first. Keep the original petition and send copies of it to your target(s).  Add everyone who signs up to a low-traffic “action alert” email list, so that they’ll know about other opportunities to support your efforts. 

5. ALUMNI SUPPORT  - As a major source of financial support for your school, alumni carry great weight with the administration.  Circulate a sign-on letter to gather alumni support for your campaign, and make it public if your school refuses to take action.  In extreme circumstances, you may want to organize an alumni boycott of donations to your school, or collect donations in a separate fund that you’ll release to the school when they agree to your demands.  Check with your Alumni Office for a list of major donors to your school. 

6. CHALKINGS  - Get a couple buckets of sidewalk chalk and decorate campus.  Chalking is cheap, fun, creative, and effective.  Some schools don’t like it, but it’s pretty harmless, and if you do it late at night, you’ll avoid scrutiny.  You can use it to educate, advertise, or put pressure on your administration (Ex.: by chalking the night before a lot of alumni or parents are visiting campus). 

7. HAND OUT “BHOPAL WATER”  - Concoct a nasty brew of foul-tasting ingredients and hand it out to students on a silver platter.  Dress up as a waiter and approach people on your college green or in your school’s cafeterias.  Invite them to try the Bhopal water but insist that they sign a liability waiver in case of injury or death.  Educate yourself beforehand about the toxins found in actual Bhopal water. A creative twist: befoul (but do no damage to) a public fountain. Dress up as Dow executives and angrily assert that the water is clean, and fine for drinking. Refuse to drink the water yourselves but insist that others do so. 

8. PUT DOW ON TRIAL  - This is a creative and engaging way of educating the campus community about the Bhopal disaster.  It involves a presentation of evidence, a prosecution and a defense, and an impartial jury, which can convict Dow on the basis of the evidence presented.  You can invite law students, the mock trial group, or Dow representatives to participate, and notify the media - and Dow - of the outcome.

The whole process is interactive theater from start to finish, and it lends itself to media coverage: "X University Students Indict $40 Billion Company for Corporate Manslaughter."  You can even give interviews "in character" as the prosecutor or as a juror. 

9.  FASTS OR HUNGER-STRIKES - Public fasts and hunger strikes can be a powerful way of demonstrating your commitment, generating media coverage, and winning supporters to your side.  Consider a day-long collective hunger strike, a rotating hunger strike, or an indefinite hunger strike (although most people can go without food for several days, consult your doctor).  If you’re planning an indefinite hunger strike, make sure that some of your leaders don’t join in – they’ll need their energy to organize support behind your struggle.   

10. RALLIES  - The purpose of a rally is to show your level of support to your target, to invigorate your supporters and to attract media attention to bring new people into the campaign.  Rallies can include chanting, signs, banners, music, marching, street theater, impassioned speeches, humor, presenting petitions and anything else you like.   Check out the Actions section of this toolkit for action planning resources.  

11. BANNER DROPS  - Hang a banner from a high spot.  Big Banner.  Good photo-op. 

12. HOST A FILM OR VIDEO SCREENING  - A dozen short documentaries and at least one full-length feature film about the Bhopal disaster are available.  Show them on your campus, and follow up the screening with a discussion about what people can do.  Then get involved!  Email shana@panna.org if you would like us to mail you a copy. 

13. HOST THE BHOPHAL PHOTO EXHIBIT  - There are a number of beautiful photo exhibits available to you at the cost of shipping them.  Please email shana@panna.org if you’d like to host an exhibit.

DOW PRODUCT LIST
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The following companies have products containing Dow chemicals:

Cover Girl (product example: Lash Exact Waterproof) [image: image6.jpg]



Clinique (product example: Color Surge Lift n’Shine Lipstick) [image: image7.jpg]CLINIQUE




Crest (product example: Multicare Whitening) [image: image8.jpg]



Olay (product example: Hydrate and Cleanse, body wash) [image: image9.jpg]OLAY,




Matrix Men (product example: Moisture Rev) [image: image10.jpg]
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L’Oreal Paris Vive Pro[image: image12.jpg]
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Secret (product example: Clinical Strength deodorant) [image: image14.jpg]



Coppertone (product examples: Water Babies & Sport 50 spf) [image: image15.jpg]



Head & Shoulders (product example: 2 in 1 Scalp Care) [image: image16.jpg]



Suave (product example: Naturals) [image: image17.jpg]
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Got.2bglued (product example: screaming hold) [image: image19.jpg]
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 Old Spice (product example: Red Zone)  [image: image22.jpg]



Johnson’s (product example: Baby Milk Bath) [image: image23.jpg]iivefi




 Friskies (in their packaging) [image: image24.jpg]



Samsung Applications (product example: Processor memory) [image: image25.jpg]PSAmsuncy
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