Congress of the Anited States
Washington, DE 20515

June 16, 2009

Mr. Andrew Liveris
Chaimean and CEO

The Dow Chemical Company
2030 Dow Center

Midland, Michagan, 48674

Dear Mr. Liveris sd Members of the Boaed:

his coming December marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of the chemical disaster in
Bhopal, India. It &s with urgency that we wiite to urge Dow Chemical Compeaey - which
wholly owns Union Carbide « to immodiately take steps towards remediation and
redress. We request that Dow ensures that a representative appear in the ongoeleg legal
cases in India regarding Bhopal, that Dow meets the demands of the survivors for
medical and economix rehabiination, and cleans up the soil and groundwater
contasmanation in and around the factory se.

The "polluter pays”™ prisciple i the domestic laws of both India and America stae that
the polluter, rather than the public agencies or taxpayers, should B¢ deld resposmable for
s envicommental polbation i its entirety,

According to Amnesty [ntemational, the Bhopal disaster poisoned more than half a
mallion people and gassed 7,000 to death. Almost 25 years later, the chemical disaster
continues to wreak havos on the people of Bhopal. Ancther 15,000 kave died and of least
15 people still dic each month from the health effects of their gas exposare.

At the time of your company’s acquisition of Union Casbide, Bhopal survivoes,
supporters, and Dow sharcholders warned Dow against acquirning the comgany docause of
its pending Habilsties. As the parent company of Union Carbide, Dow bears the
responsibilany for Unios Cardude’s babilities.

Beginning in 1967, Union Carbide dumped thousands of toas of toxic chemicals in and
around its Bhopal factory. A host of imternational oceganizations and independent
investigators have concluded that Undon Carbide was resposssile for inadeguate
technology, double standards i safety and emergency-preparedness, and reckless costs
cutting of security systoms at the plant,

Furthermore, sntagenic and castimogenic chemicals leached mto the drinking waler

supply for 25,000 Bhopal residents and found their way into the decast milk of sursing
woesen, While menstrual dsoederns, cancer aad other diseases usually plagee those
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contaminated by the gas and waler « birth defects, retardation and stunted growth ofien
affict their children.

Despite ropeatod pablic requests and protests around the weeld, Union Carbide has
refused %0 appear before the Bhopa! District Cowt to face the criminal chaspes pending
agmunst it for the disaster, Union Carbide was served with a sesumons 10 appear i Bhopal
District Court in 1992 and publicly stated it would not respoad 1o the summons. Although
Dow Chemical set aside $2.2 billion in 2002 10 put sowards Union Carbide's pending
ashestos liabilities in the United States, it has continued to evade the liabilities it inherited
from Bhopal.

Bhogal is widely regarded as the worst industrial dissetier in Buman history, a catastrophe

with widespeead irplications for the chemical industry, globalization, sd human rights.
However, the disaster continues, and is hikely 10 worsen

We look forward 1o hearing froms you regarding Dow's plans 10 meet these
respoasiNitics

FRANK PALLONE, JR / LDWIN
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SHEILA JAUKSON LEE
Member of Congress
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JAMES P. MeGOVERN
of Congress

ADAM SCHIFF
Member of Congress

PAUL D. TONKO
Member of Congress
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MICHAEL E. CAPUAN(;

Member of Coagress
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DENNIS KUCINICH
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress

BARBARA
Member of Congress

of Congress
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MICHAEL HONDA
Member of Congress

CC: Mr. Amold Allemang, Ms. Jacqueline K. Barton, Mr. James A_ Bell, Mr. Jeff M.
Fetting, Ms. Basbara Hackman Franklin, Mr. John B. Hess, Mz, Geoffery E. Merzei, Mr.
Dennis H. Reilley, Mr. James M. Ringler, Ms. Ruth G, Sharw, Mr. Paul G. Stern



