Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh

New Delhi, India 

August 24, 2010

Dear Prime Minister Singh,

झूठ बोले कौवा कटे  

If you tell a lie, the crow will bite 

I am a concerned member of the international community in solidarity with the survivors of the 1984 Bhopal Gas Disaster.  The ongoing Bhopal disaster has grown to symbolize the enormous human toll that corporate negligence can cause; as long as Bhopalis are still affected by contamination, the international community will continue wait for your government to take steps towards remediation.

From July 26-August 18, hundreds of Bhopalis participated in a dharna in Delhi, where they demanded compensation, medical care & rehabilitation, legal action, and site remediation & memorial.  Some notable progress came from their taxing efforts, but you must take further action to ensure that their demands are met.  We believe you are concerned about the ongoing human rights issue in Bhopal, and insist that you take the necessary steps to bring justice to the people of Bhopal.  The following is an excerpt from your office's May 2008 statement:

The Central Government will take the initiative in speedily working out the modalities for setting up such a Commission by subsuming the various Committees on different rehabilitation aspects set up by Supreme Court, the Government of India, The Government of M.P. and the high court of M.P. 

-as read by Minister of State Prithviraj Chavan, May 2008

Prime Minister Singh, the concerned international community would like you to follow through with this promise.  Where is this Commission, that will empower Bhopal activists to have a say in how their own tragedy is resolved?  In accordance with Bhopalis, we demand that you do not tell a lie.  Please establish an Empowered Commission to carry out the medical, economic and environmental rehabilitation of a devastated community.


Sincerely,
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